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Rule Britannia!

Wie steht es um die Monarchie des Vereinigten 
Königreiches im 21. Jahrhundert? Welche Herausfor
derungen stehen ihr bevor und wie werden Monarchie 
und Monarchen wahrgenommen? Das neue Extra-
Themenheft der Sprachzeitungen The United 
Kingdom – Monarchy beschäftigt sich mit Rolle und 
Wandel der Monarchie in Großbritannien. Mit aktuellen 
Pressetexten, Videos, Podcasts, Infografiken und 
Cartoons werdende Lernende und Interessierte an 
grundlegende Inhalte herangeführt. Dazu zählen zum 
Beispiel die britische Krone als Institution, die 
Bedeutung von Harrys und Meghans Rückzug aus dem 
Königshaus, die Sicht der westlichen Welt auf die 
Monarchie und natürlich das wichtige Thema 
Commonwealth. 

Das Themenheft ist auf die gymnasiale Oberstufe 
ausgerichtet und bewegt sich auf Niveau B2 – C2 (GER). 
Übungen inkl. Lösungen festigen das Verständnis und 
bereiten gezielt auf Prüfungen im Fach Englisch vor. © 2022 Carl Ed. Schünemann KG. Alle Rechte vorbehalten. 5

why the queen is not likely to abdicate reading

Focus on Words

1 Match the following words with the correct definitions. 

a) monarchy A the people allowed to vote in an election

b) sovereign B to assign a role to someone

c) electorate C a ruler or monarch who has supreme power or authority

d) to inherit D the condition of being different

e) to appoint E to receive a position or property from a predecessor

f) distinction F a form of government that has a hereditary ruler

a)          b)          c)         d)          e)          f)         

2 Use some of the words from exercise 1 to complete the following sentences. If you use a 
verb, be sure to use the correct grammatical form.

a) The UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson  by the Queen. 

b) The monarch acts as head of state because he or she  
 the position.

c) The people in an  typically do not vote for a 

  .

3 Use the link or QR code to watch a short video of the Queen’s  
address to the UK Parliament at a state opening ceremony:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qRInTdkb0R8. 

 Take notes on the following questions. 

a) How is the Queen presented in the short video clip? 
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brit ish monarchy and the role of the queen

Why the Queen Is Not Likely  
to Abdicate
ABDICATION  Though she will  
probably find it hard without Prince Philip, 
the Queen is unlikely to step down.

By Caroline Davies

1  THE QUEEN,  newly widowed, will find it “difficult” 
without the support she has leant on over 73 years of mar-
riage to the Duke of Edinburgh, but royal observers have 
dismissed any speculation that she might consider stepping 
down.
2  The former Prime Minister Sir John Major acknowl-
edged that her position as monarch was “a very lonely posi-
tion”. He told BBC One’s The Andrew Marr Show: “There are 
a limited number of people to whom she can really open her 
heart, to whom she can really speak with total frankness, to 
whom she can say things that would be reported by other 
people and thought to be indelicate.” 
3  She could “unburden herself” on Philip. When facing 
“a sea of problems”, or when feeling overwhelmed and 
needing to share decision-making, one needed someone to 
understand, “someone who can metaphorically – or in the 
case of Prince Philip, I think, probably literally – put their 
arms around you and say: ‘It’s not as bad as you think,’” said 
Major, on whom the Queen bestowed the honour of Garter 
Knight.
4  Speculation about Philip’s death precipitating an abdi-
cation is unlikely to bear out, say royal experts. “One main 
reason why the Queen will absolutely not abdicate is that 
unlike other European monarchs, she is an anointed queen,” 
the royal historian Hugo Vickers told the Guardian, refer-
ring to the pact she made with God during her coronation. 
“And if you are an anointed queen, you do not abdicate.”
5  If she was unable to fulfil her constitutional duties, a re-
gent could be appointed, as happened with George III. She 
also celebrates her Platinum Jubilee next year. “It would be 
completely illogical to abdicate just before that extraordi-
nary anniversary,” he said. “It’s a wonderful opportunity to 
celebrate. And I would hope she would be feeling up to that; 
a bit of time would have passed.
6  “We need the Queen, with her vast experience. And she 
is still absolutely fine. She is still riding and very busily at 
the centre of everything; her office is still thriving. She can’t 
go out much at the moment, but she does occasionally. She 
looks wonderful, so no abdicating.”

7  The Prince of Wales and Duke of Cambridge have done 
much of the heavy lifting of royal engagements in recent 
years. Since Philip retired from public life in 2017, the Queen 
has leant on her son and grandson. “It’s lovely to think she 
does have a very supportive royal family, and that’s what 
they are there for,” said Vickers. “And they will help her now. 
They will step up to the mark.” 
8  Joe Little, the managing editor of Majesty Magazine, 
said: “I remain of the opinion that although the loss of 
Prince Philip is devastating for her personally, I don’t think 
it is going to impact on her role as monarch. I suspect that 
will continue pretty much as it has in the past few years.
9  “Clearly, it’s a strange time at the moment because of 
COVID, and we’ve seen much less of her than we might have 
done otherwise. But I feel that despite the fact she is now 
a widow, and she’s soon going to be 95, it will still be very 
much business as usual.
10  “There has already been the handover of certain re-
sponsibilities, not least to the Prince of Wales in the last few 
years, and clearly that will continue. But as monarch, she 
will continue as long as she is physically and mentally able 
to do so.
11  “I think it is in her DNA. It also goes back not only to her 
speech in 1947 in South Africa but more specifically to the 
oath she took at the time of the coronation. She is a commit-
ted Christian. That’s the contract she made with God, and I 
think it’s something she feels can’t be broken. It’s just how 
she is.”

© 2021 Guardian News and Media Ltd

0 – 2  TO ABDICATE  “"œbdIkeIt‘ abdanken; 
abdication Abdankung — to step down 
zurücktreten; h.: abdanken — widowed 
“"wId´Ud‘ verwitwet; s.w.u. widow Witwe — 
to lean on s.th. s. auf etw. verlassen — duke 
“dZu…k‘ Herzog — observer Beobachter(in) 
— to dismiss zurückweisen — to acknowl-
edge “´k"nÅlIdZ‘ einräumen — frankness Of-
fenheit — indelicate “In"delIk´t‘ unsensibel; 
taktlos 
3 – 4  to unburden o.s. on s.o. “øn"b‰…
d´n‘ jdm. sein Herz ausschütten — over-
whelmed überfordert — decision-making 

Entscheidungsfindung — metaphorically 
“Æmet´"fÅrIk´li‘ bildlich gesprochen — to be-
stow s.th. on s.o. “bI"st´U‘ jdm. etw. zuteil-
werden lassen — Garter Knight Mitglied 
des Hosenbandordens — to precipitate 
“prI"sIpIteIt‘ herbeiführen — to bear out s. 
bestätigen — to anoint “´"nOInt‘ salben — to 
refer to s.th. s. auf etw. beziehen — corona-
tion Krönung
5 – 7  to fulfil a duty e-e Pflicht erfüllen — 
constitutional “ÆkÅnstI"tSu…S´n´l‘ verfassungs-
mäßig — regent “"ri…dZ´nt‘ Regent(in) — to 
appoint “´"pOInt‘ ernennen — to feel up to 

s.th. s. etw. gewachsen fühlen — to thrive 
“TraIv‘ gedeihen — to do much of the heavy 
lifting (fig) e-n Großteil der Arbeit erledigen 
— engagement “In"geIdZm´nt‘ Verpflichtung 
— supportive “s´"pO…tIv‘ unterstützend — to 
step up to the mark (fig) s. der Herausforde-
rung stellen
8 – 11  managing editor Chefredakteur(in) 
— devastating “"dev´steItIN‘ verheerend; 
niederschmetternd — to impact on s.th. s. 
auf etw. auswirken — handover Übergabe 
— oath “´UT‘ Eid — committed Christian 
bekennende(r) Christ(in)

Royal observers  
 have dismissed any 
speculation that Queen 
Elizabeth II might 
consider stepping down.  
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